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Constitution of the International Kyudo Federation 

 

 

 

Chapter 1.   General Rule 

 

 

Name 

Article 1. The name of the federation shall be “Kokusai Kyudo Renmei” (abbreviated as “Kokusai 

Kyuren”). 

In English, it shall be “International Kyudo Federation (abbreviated as “IKYF”). 

 

Constitution 

Article 2. IKYF shall consist of national governing bodies  which solely represent their countries 

(hereinafter referred to as “Member Organization”). 

 

Location 

Article 3. The secretariat of IKYF shall be located in the Metropolis of Tokyo, Japan. 

 

Official languages 

Article 4. Official languages used by IKYF shall be Japanese and English.  Japanese shall be used for 

technical terms. 

In the event that there are any differences between the Japanese and English versions, the Japanese 

version(s) shall take precedence. 

 

Characteristics 

Article 5. IKYF shall be a nonpolitical organization which consists of kyudo enthusiasts, and no 

discrimination will be allowed based on race, religion, gender, belief or any other factors. 

 

 

Chapter 2.   Objectives and Activities 

 

Objectives 

Article 6. Through kyudo, as a part of traditional Japanese culture, IKYF shall endeavor to promote the 

forming of character through the pursuit of the highest ideals of kyudo (Shin (truth), Zen (goodness) and 

Bi (beauty).  Further to this, IKYF shall contribute to the worldwide promotion of kyudo and the 

establishment of a peaceful society, and to the cultivation of trust and friendship among its Member 

Organizations. 

 

Activities 

Article 7. IKYF shall carry out the following activities to achieve the objectives and purposes mentioned in 

the previous article: 
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(1) Establish international rules of competition for kyudo 

(2) Organize the world kyudo championships 

(3) Support the popularization and promotion of kyudo in each country 

(4) Assist in the development of kyudo federations in each country 

(5) Provide the organization and assistance for seminars and workshops 

(6)  Provide the exchange of information on equipment and technical matters, as well as instruction 

manuals and the publication of kyudo magazines 

(7)  Promote examinations conducted by the All Nippon Kyudo Federation (abbreviated as “ANKF”) 

(8)  Develop and operate other necessary matters in order to achieve the aims and objectives mentioned 

in the previous article 

 

 

Chapter 3.   Membership, Withdrawal of Membership, and Expulsion 

 

Requirements for Membership 

Article 8. An organization intending to make an application for membership to the IKYF must meet the 

requirements of Article 1 of the detailed regulations relating to membership and expulsion that are set 

down separately and annexed to this document as Appendix 1. 

 

Application for Membership 

Article 9. Application shall proceed according to the detailed regulations set down separately and annexed 

to this document as Appendix 1. 

 

Adjudication of Membership Applications 

Article 10. When the IKYF has received the application, following the procedure as specified in the 

previous article, the organization that has applied for membership (hereinafter referred to as “Applicant 

Organization”) shall be investigated and screened, and then the Board of Directors shall determine if the 

application shall be approved. 
 

2. The decision made by the Board of Directors according to the above shall be reported to the General 

Assembly Meeting, at the first opportunity after the decision for its approval. 

 

Registration to Member Organization 

Article 11. An individual who is registered with a Member Organization of the IKYF cannot register with 

more than one member organization.  In the case where an individual wishes to join a member federation 

other than the one of their country of residence, this must be done with the mutual agreement of both 

federations concerned. 

 

Procedures for Withdrawal from Membership 

Article 12. In the case that a Member Organization wishes to withdraw from membership, it shall notify the 

IKYU in writing. 
 

2. From the date that notification is received by the IKYF, the Member Organization shall be regarded 
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as having withdrawn from IKYF.  Such a withdrawal shall be reported at the first opportunity to the Board 

of Directors’ Meeting and the General Assembly Meeting. 
 

3. The membership fee is not refundable for any reasons. 

 

Claims for Expulsion 

Article 13. In the case that a Member Organization is subject to a claim for expulsion, for any reason as 

specified in the detailed regulations, the accusation should be made in writing to the IKYF.  The Member 

Organization shall be given the opportunity to address the accusation(s) and to make representations to the 

Board of Directors' Meeting as to why they should not be expelled. 

 

Considerations for Expulsion 

Article 14. In the case that IKYF accepts a claim for expulsion as specified in the above article, it shall 

immediately examine the actual conditions, and discuss the subject expulsion at the Board of Directors’ 

Meeting to make a final decision. 
 

2. Where a case for expulsion has been determined based on the previous article, the result shall be 

reported to the General Assembly Meeting, at the first opportunity, and approved by a two-thirds majority 

vote. 

 

 

Chapter 4.   Organizational Body 

 

Constitution of the General Assembly 

Article 15. The General Assembly shall consist of Directors, Auditors, representatives of Member 

Organizations and the persons entrusted by the President of member organizations and the chair of the 

General Assembly Meetings shall be the President of the IKYF or the person appointed by the President. 

Honorary Board Members may attend the General Assembly Meetings. 

 

Organization of the General Assembly Meeting 

Article 16. The General Assembly Meeting shall be held once in every two years. 
 

2. The General Assembly Meetings shall be held in Japan, where the secretariat is located. 

  In the case there is a special request, the Board of Directors shall determine the venue of the 

meeting. 
 

3. The General Assembly Meeting may be held by E-mails, when the President decides the Meeting is 

urgently needed. 

 

Validation of The General Assembly Meetings 

Article 17. The General Assembly Meetings shall be regarded as valid by the attendance of the majority of 

Directors and representatives of Member Organizations.  However, Honorary Board Members and 

Auditors are not included in the quorum. 
 

2. In the case that the representative of a Member Organization shall be absent, the attendance of a 
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substitute representative shall be entrusted by the President of the said that Member Organization. 
 

3. Decisions of the General Meeting shall be made by the majority of members present 

with rights to vote, and the President has a casting vote when votes for and against are the same number. 

  Each Director and each representative of Member Organizations has only the right to one vote. 

 

General Assembly 

Article 18. The General Assembly is the supreme decision-making body of IKYF, and considers the 

following： 
 

(1) Amendment of the Constitution 

(2) Plan activities 

(3) Budget and account settlement 

(4) Selection of Directors and Auditors 

(5) Membership and expulsion 

(6) Other important matters 

 

Organization of  Extraordinary General Assembly Meetings 

Article 19. An Extraordinary General Assembly Meeting may be held at the request of the President of 

IKYF by a written request of more than third of the Directors. 

Member Organizations shall be informed of the Meeting at least two months prior to the Meeting 

together with its agenda. 
 

2. The Extraordinary General Assembly Meetings may be held by E-mails, when the President decides 

the Meeting is urgently needed. 

 

Constitution of Board of Directors 

Article 20. Board of Directors shall consist of Directors, and the President shall be the Chairman. 

 

Organization of Board of Directors’ Meetings 

Article 21. Board of Directors shall organize one Ordinary Board of Directors’ Meeting a year by the 

initiative of the President, and may organize Extraordinary Board of Directors’ Meetings as appropriate. 
 

2. The President shall call Board of Directors’ Meetings by the request of a majority of members of the 

Board. 
 

3. Board of Directors may adopt a resolution by the examination of documents or by discussion using 

E-mails only with the prior approval of the majority of members, and it shall report to the Board of 

Directors’ Meeting, at the first opportunity, on the process and outcome of such a resolution. 
 

4. Board of Directors’ Meetings may be held by E-mails when the President decides the Meeting is 

urgently needed. 

 

Validation of the Board of Directors’ Meeting 

Article 22. The Board of Directors’ Meeting shall be regarded as valid by the attendance of the majority of 

Directors. 
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2. Items shall be approved by the majority of votes by attendance, and the President has a casting vote 

when votes for and against are the same number. 

3. Members of the Board of Directors may not send substitutes to the meeting.  However, absentees 

may express his or her opinion by written documents or E-mails. 

 

Board of Directors 

Article 23. Board of Directors shall discuss the following items: 
 

(1) Amendment of the Constitution 

(2) Plan activities 

(3) Budget and account settlement 

(4) Selection of board members 

(5) Membership and expulsion 

(6) Other important matters 
 

2. The Board of Directors may resolve urgent items by itself, however, it shall report to the General 

Assembly, at the first opportunity, on the process and outcome of such a resolution. 

 

Committees 

Article 24. Committees may be established in order to perform the objectives of the IKYF. 

 

Establishment of Committees 

Article 25. Establishment of committees and other matters necessary for the committees require the 

approval of the Board of Directors. 

 

 

Chapter 5.   Officers 

 

Officers 

Article 26. IKYF shall have the following officers: 
 

President - 1 person 

Vice President - up to 3 persons 

Directors - up to 20 persons (excluding the President and Vice Presidents) 

Auditors - 3 persons 

 

Selection of Officers 

Article 27. The President shall be recommended nominated by the Board of Directors at the Board of 

Directors’ Meeting and shall be approved at the General Assembly Meeting.  The Vice President(s) shall 

be elected among Directors.  The President shall be a Director upon his or her appointment 

Directors other than the President shall consist of the following: 
 

(1) Persons recommended by member countries: 

7 persons from Japan, 3 persons from Europe, 2 persons from the United States and 1 person 
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from Asia and Oceania 

(2) 3 persons recommended by the President 

(3) A few academic experts recommended by the President 
 

Auditors should be nominated at the Board of Directors’ Meeting, and approved at the General 

Assembly Meeting. 

Auditors shall not hold additional posts. 

 

Honorary Board Members 

Article 28. IKYF shall have the following honorary posts.  Honorary Board Members (contributors to kyudo 

and academic experts) shall be selected by the Board of Directors’ Meeting and with the approval of the 

General Assembly Meeting. 
 

(1) Honorary President 

(2) Honorary Chairman 

(3) Counselors 

(4) Advisers 
 

Persons with honorary posts may be consulted by the President, and express their opinions related to 

the operation of IKYF. 

 

Assignment of Officers 

Article 29. Duties of officers are as follows: 
 

(1) President represents and takes charge of IKYF. 

(2)  Vice President(s) shall assist the President, and act for him or her according to the procedures 

specified by the President in case that he or she is not able to perform his or her duties. 

(3)  Directors shall perform their duties as members of the Board of Directors. 

(4)  Auditors shall inspect the accounting of IKYF and other operations related to its accounting, and 

shall prepare audit reports, and then shall submit them to the General Assembly Meeting. 

 

Term of Office and Replacement of Officers 

Article 30. 

(1) Term of office is four years for all officers, and they can be re-elected. 

(2)  In case officers are not able to perform their duties because of death or illness, the President of the 

IKYF shall confer with the Board of Directors for the assignment of successors. 

(3)  Successors of Directors are recommended by Member Organizations, and shall be representatives 

of the same Member Organizations as the subject directors belonged to and persons recommended by 

the President of that Member Organization.  The term of office for successors shall be the remaining 

period left in the term vacated by their immediate predecessor. 

(4)  Officers may continue to take on assignments until the inauguration of their successors even after 

the termination of their term of office. 

 

Renewal of Officers 



7 

 

Article 31. President and Vice President(s) may not be re-elected before the end of their 4-year term of office 

is finished.  In the case that a Vice President is nominated by the President, he or she is exempt from the 

above provision. 

 

 

Chapter 6.   Finance and accounting 

 

Financial Resources 

Article 32. IKYF may seek any additional financial resources in order to perform its objectives, and this 

must be reported to the Board of Directors. 

 

Accounting 

Article 33. Admission fees, annual membership fees, donations or any other revenues shall be used for the 

operational costs of IKYF. 

 

Admission Fees and Annual Membership Fees 

Article 34. The amounts shall be determined at the General Assembly Meeting, and the payment methods 

shall be determined according to the detailed regulations set down separately and annexed to this 

document as Appendix 1. 
 

2. In the case that any Member Organization fails to pay its membership fees for a year or over without 

reasonable cause, the participation of the Member Organization and its members to any world 

championships, seminars or workshops may be suspended by a decision of the Board of Directors’ 

Meeting. 

 

Fiscal Year 

Article 35. The fiscal year for IKYF shall begin on April 1st and end on March 31st of the next year. 
 

2. Business reports and accounting shall be subject to audit within three months after the end of each 

fiscal year, and the President shall report to the Ordinary Board of Directors’ Meeting, and make an 

announcement to Member Organizations. 
 

3. Financial reports approved at the Ordinary Board of Directors’ Meeting shall be submitted to the 

Ordinary General Assembly in totality for its approval. 

 

 

Chapter 7.   Amateurism 

 

Amateurism 

Article 36. Members of IKYF must not use kyudo for political or commercial purposes in any form.  Details 

are determined by separate regulations of the IKYF on amateurism and annexed to this document as 

Appendix 2. 
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Chapter 8.    Environment 

 

Environment 

Article 37. IKYF shall strive to enhance sport and the environment. 

It shall focus its efforts on recycling activities including recycling of sporting goods, environmental 

protection by using sporting facilities with ingenuity, promoting activities to avoid the deterioration of the 

environment, and prioritize the preservation of the global environment. 

 

 

Chapter 9.   Change of the Constitution and Dissolution of IKYF 

 

Changes and Abolishment of the Constitution 

Article 38. Changes and abolishment of the Constitution shall be regarded as valid by the approval of two 

thirds or more of the attendance at the General Assembly Meeting. 

The Board of Directors may resolve urgent changes, however, and it shall report to the General 

Assembly held immediately after such a resolution on its decision for its final approval. 

 

Dissolution 

Article 39. Dissolution and closure of IKYF shall be regarded as valid by the approval of two thirds or more 

of Member Organizations, and its assets and fund shall be divided xxxxx among Member Organizations. 

 

 

Chapter 10.   Special Clause 

 

Change of objectives and purposes 

Article 40. Change of objectives and activities in Article 6 requires a unanimous vote by the members of the 

General Assembly. 

 

 

Additional Clause 

 

1. World kyudo championships shall be organized every four years. 

Venues, dates and organizing bodies shall be determined by the General Assembly Meeting, and drafts 

of guidelines for competitions and budgets shall be made by the organizing body, and determined through 

the Board of Directors’ Meeting. 

 

2.  Rules for kyudo competitions, examinations, and regulations for Member Organizations and their 

members and other matters which are not specified in this Constitution shall be pursuant to the rules 

specified by ANKF. 

 

3. This Constitution shall be effective as of May 2nd, 2006. 

 

4. July 24th amendment in 2012 
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Appendix 1 

 

Detailed Regulations related to Membership and Expulsion from the IKYF 

 

 

Requirements for Application for Membership 

Article 1. “One national governing body per country” prescribed in Article 2 of the Constitution of the 

International Kyudo Federation (hereinafter referred to as “the Constitution”) shall be decided pursuant to 

means a body which is described in the Olympic Charter, if there are plural governing bodies in one 

country because of its historical background. 

 

 

Article 2. Article 8 of the Constitution specifies the conditions as follows: 
 

(1)  The organization must have registered members, who are currently taking part in kyudo activities. 

(2)  The organization must have appropriate instructors (shidosha). 

(3)  The organization must have financial basis for the payment of the annual membership fees to IKYF 

and be able to promote participation in the International Kyudo Championships. 

(4) The organization applying for membership of IKYF must, however, be associated with 

an appropriate regional federation (association) authorized by IKYF prior to its 

application. If there is no regional association in existence at the time of application, 

the group making the application for membership (to IKYF) is obliged to join the 

regional federation (association) when it founds. 

 

 

Procedures for Application for Membership 

Article 3. “detailed regulations” specified in Article 9 of the Constitution means the submission of the 

following documents: 
 

(1) Application form for membership (required) 

(2) Letters of recommendation from two Member Organizations (required) 

(3) Constitution of the organization (required) 

(4) List of registered members (required) 

(5) Other reference material for the consideration of membership (voluntary) 

 

Deadline for Application of Membership 

Article 4. Organizations which seek the approval for its membership at the General Assembly Meeting 

shall submit the above-mentioned documents at least 6 months before the next General Assembly 

Meeting. 

 

Items for Consideration Related to the Application of Membership 

Article 5. Following Article 10 of the Constitution the IKYF shall investigate and screen the Applicant 

Organization on the following items, and report to the Board of Directors. 
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(1) Establishment and organization 

(2) Officers 

(3) Constitution 

(4) Financial conditions 

(5) Number of registered members, grade holders and number of shogo holders 

(6) Status on its activities including practice of kyudo 

(7) Participation in and organization of competitions and workshops 

(8) Instructors (shidosha) 

(9) Recognition of the Applicant Organization in their country (relation with public organizations) 
 

If necessary, an interview with the representative of the Application Organization may be included 

in the investigation. 

 

Payment Method of Admission Fees and Annual Membership Fees 

Article 6. The organization whose membership is approved according to Article 10 of the Constitution 

shall pay the admission fees and annual membership fees by the end of the financial year based on Article 

34 of the Constitution. 
 

 (1) According to the directive of the IKYF, admission fees shall be paid to IKYF by the end of 

December of the first year of membership. 

(2)  Annual membership fees shall be paid to IKYF by new Member Organizations and Member 

Organizations by the end of each December. 

 

Reasons for Expulsion 

Article 7. Cause for expulsion specified in Article 13 of the Constitution of IKYF shall be the following: 
 

(1)  Default of payment of annual membership fees for one year or more consecutive years without 

reasonable cause. 

(2)  Insufficient activities related to instruction and promotion of kyudo. 

(3)  Violation of the regulations related to amateurism. 

(4)  Acts by the subject Member Organization which are significantly against Article 6 of the 

Constitution of IKYF (objectives and activities) 

(5)  Other causes which make the existence of the subject Member Organization inappropriate 
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Appendix 2 

 

International Kyudo Federation Amateurism Regulations 

 

 

Objectives 

Article 1. This regulation stipulates the requirements of amateurism as specified in Article 36 of the 

Constitution of the International Kyudo Federation (hereinafter referred to as “the Constitution”). 

 

Member Organizations 

Article 2. Member Organizations and their members shall promote the objectives of the Olympic Charter 

stipulated by the International Olympic Committee (abbreviated as “IOC”) to try and promote and 

development kyudo competition in a wholesome way. 

 

Members of the Member Organizations 

Article 3. Member Organizations of IKYF shall not include the following persons in their membership. 

Even if such a person has already become their member, the Member Organization may cancel his or her 

membership in the case that he or she falls under any of the following: 
 

(1)  Persons who allow their names, photos or achievements in competitions for advertisements without 

approval of the Member Organization they belong to 

(2)  Persons who receive material advantage for their preparation or participation in competitions 

without prior approval by the Member Organization they belong to 

(3)  Persons who exchange their awards or supplementary prizes for money 

(4)  Persons who participate in competitions that IKYF or the Member Organization they belong to 

prohibit them from participating in 

(5)  Persons who act significantly against the spirit of fair play by doping or through acts of violence 

during competition 

(6)  Persons who received or currently receive money for acting as a kyudo coach 

(7)  Persons who use uniforms or kyudo equipment with commercial advertisements or have others use 

such uniforms or equipment 

(8)  Persons who violate the Olympic Charter and wounded their dignity or credit as competitors 

 

Notification of Appearance in Broadcastings 

Article 4. Member Organizations and their members must give prior notice to IKYF in the case that they 

are asked for appearances or participation in broadcasting, round-table discussions and other events that 

directly reflects on the IKYF. As a consequence, the IKYF may prohibit such appearances or participation 

where it determines it is inappropriate. The above does not apply to media coverage of local events within 

member organizations. 

 

 

Joint Organization and Sponsorship for Competitions 
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Article 5. Member Organizations of the IKYF may organize competitions and other events with other 

organizers or sponsors. They must have prior approval by the IKYF for commercial promotion using such 

competitions. Use of programs or posters of competitions is not subject to such approval. 
 

2. Basically, the awards given by the competitions related to Member Organizations of IKYF are 

trophies, cups or medals. Supplementary prizes shall be the items which do not harm the dignity of the 

competitions and are not used for commercial purposes. 

 

Compliance with Regulations 

Article 6. Officers of the IKYF shall always emphasize dignity and honor, and act as a model for Member 

Organizations and their members. 

IKYF may give warnings and prohibit Member Organizations or their members from participating 

in projects organized by IKYF in the case that the organization or members are against the regulations. 

 

 

Additional clause 

1． This regulation shall be effective as of May 2nd, 2006. 

2． July 24th amendment in 2012 

 


























